ampthill  urban  district  council 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of 

MEDICAL  OFPICSR  OP  HEALTH, 
SURVEYOR  and  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the 


Year  1941 


AMPTHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  ray  Annual 
Report  on  the  state  of  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Condi- 
tions prevailing  in  your  area  for  the  year  1341. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  v/ith  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular  1961  of 
February  16th,  1940, 


SECTION  Statistics  of  the  Area 


Area  in  Acres  .... 

Population  Census  1931  .... 

Population  1941  (estimated  Mid  Year).... 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses,  at  end  of  1941 
Rateable  Value  .... 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  .... 


1904 
2157 
30  34 
627 

£14,756 
£56,  10,  0. 


Social  Conditions 


Arapthill  is  a market  town,  head  of  a petty  session- 
al division,  and  is  centrally  situated  in  the  county, 

45  miles  from  London,  and  8 miles  South  of  Bedford.  The 
town  stands  on  high  ground,  shielded  on  the  North  and 
East  by  hills  and  open  to  the  South.  Its  position  on  a 
dry  sandy  soil  renders  it  very  healthy,  while  the  scenery 
of  the  neighbourhood  is  picturesque.  The  town  is  lighted 
with  gas  from  Luton  and  electric  light  from  the  Bedford 
Corporation.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  go  to  Luton  daily 
and  work  in  the  hat  trade.  There  is  very  little  unemploy- 
ment in  the  district  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  unem- 
ployment has  exercised  any  adverse  influence  on  the  health 
or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 


Vital  S t ati st i cs 

Total  Male 

Live  Births  - Legitimate  ...  39  14 

Illegitimate  , c e 2 1 

Birth  Late  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  is  13*5 
Still  Births  - Legitimate  ...  2 1 

Illegitimate  ...  0 0 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  is  46*5 


Bernal  e 
25 

1 


1 

0 


Deaths  ...  39  18  21 
giving  a death  rate  of  12*85  per  1,000  of  the  resident 
population. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  is  14*2 
Death  " 11  " 11  " is  12*9 


- 


. 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


(Headings  29  & 30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  Lis 

Deaths  Death  Rate  per  1000 

(Dive  & still)  births 
-‘0.29  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0 

Pio.30  Other  Puerperal 


Causes  __  0 
0 


0 

0 


Maternity  Mortality  for  England  & Wales: - 
Puerpe^ ax  Sepsis  - .48  per  1,000  live  Sc  still  births 

Other  Causes  1.75  " « <■  » ri  it 

Total  2.23  w » " <»  i;  it 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  births  24»4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  jTil 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti- 
mate live  births  " 5C0 


Deaths  from  all  causes 

1M 
Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  0 

C orebro-Spinal  Fever  0 

Scarlet  Fever  0 

Whooping  Cough  0 

Diphtheria  0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 

7)  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  0 

8)  Syphilitic  Diseases  0 

9)  Influenza  0 

10)  Measles  q 

11)  Acute  Polio-myelitis  & Polio-encephalitis  0 

12]  Acute  infectivo  Encephalitis  0 

13)  Cancer  of  b:  cavity  & Oesophagus  (M) 

Uterus  (F)  0 

14)  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  0 

15)  Cancer  of  breast  0 

16)  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  1 

17)  Diabetes  0 

18)  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  5 

19)  Heart  Disease  6 

2o)  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  2 

21)  Bronchitis  1 

22)  Pneumonia  0 
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23)  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
24 j Ulceration  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
25)  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
2 6 ) App  end i c i t i s 

27)  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28)  ilephritis 

29)  Puerperal  & Post-abortive  Sepsis 

30)  Other  Maternal  Causes 

31)  Prsmatu.rs  Birth 

32)  Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries 

& Infantile  Diseases 

33)  Suicide 

34)  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

35)  Other  violent  causes 

36)  All  other  causes 

All  causes 
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SECT  I Oil  B.  — 

C^eji ejra].  Pro /ision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

- ° v i ) Pu b i i c Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  - Dr.  W.K, PARBURY, 

M.R.C.  S,  , Eng.  , L.R.C.P.Ldn, 
D.  P.  H.Camb.  D.M,  R.  E.Camb , 

Sanitary  Inspector 

& Surveyor  Mr.  Thos,  A.  HAY/TIH, 

M.  S.  I. A.  , A.R.  S.  I.  , 

Certificate  of  the  R. S.I. 

1.  (ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 
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Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens  are 
carried  out^ by  Dr.  Rutherford  Tree  at  the  Bedford  County 
Hospital.  Ho  swabs  were  taken  for  Diphtheria. 

1 , ( i i ) ( b ) Ambulance  Pacilities  - 
Infectious  Diseases, 

There  is  a Motor  Ambulance  kept  at  the  Steppingley 
Isolation  Hospital, 

Mon-infectious  and  Accident  Cases  - 

A Public  Assistance  Ambulance  is  kept  at  the  Bedford 
Pire  Station  and  is  available  for  your  district.  The  Eire 
Station  can  be  communicated  with  by  telephone.  The  tele- 
phone Humber  is  2222. 


I consider  these  Ambulance  arrangements  are  quite 
satisfactory.  There  is  an  understanding  among  the  neigh- 
bouring Authorities  that  their  Ambulances  would  be  avail- 
able in  a case  of  emergency. 
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(c)  Cursing  in  the  Home  - 
General 

The  Local  Nursing  Association  is  affiliated  to 
the  Bedfordshire  Nursing  Association.  A Nurse  is 
supplied  by  them  who  attends  to  Maternity  cases,  and 
Minor  Medical  and  Surgical  cases.  She  does  not  attend 
any  infectious  cases. 

Nurse  Jarman  and  Nurse  Cheeseman  arc  the  Nurses 
employed. 

No  provision  has  boen  made  for  the  treatment  of 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  patient’s  own  home,  but  your 
Council  have  arranged  with  the  Ampthill  R.D.C.  to  take 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever  at 
the  Stcppinglcy  Isolation  Hospital. 

Midwives  - 

There  are  two  Midwives  in  the  Area  who  have 
notified  their  intention  of  practising  this  year, 

(d)  Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres  - 

These  arc  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

(o)  Hospitals  No. of  Medical  Manage 

Hospital  Situation  Purpose  Beds,  Staff  ment 


Isolation  Hosp, 

Steppingley 

Infectious 

24 

1 

i_i.  iVc 

diseases 

Small  Pox 

Bedford 

Small  Pox 

- 

1 

Bedford 

Borough 

Sanatorium 
Bedford  County 

Mogerhanger 

Tuberculosis 

84 

— 

c.c. 

Ho spital 

Bedford 

General 

105 

Voluntary 

Medical 

36 

Surgical 

36 

Materni ty 

13 

Children 

20 

StcPeter ’ s Hosp, 

Bedford 

General  Med- 
ical & Sur- 
gical , Mater- 
nity and 
Children’ s 

104 

Public  Assistance 

Institute 

Amp thill 

Chronic  Sick 
& Maternity 

54 

Children’s  Home 

Kempston 

Children 

45 

-■<*•>  *-  Oi  i -n  F v 
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LEG!  SLAT  I ON  IN  FORCE 
Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Act,  1890,  Parts  i,  ii,  iii. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Parts  ii,  iii  & iv  (except 

Section  20). 

Slaughter  of  Animalc  Act,  1933,  Section  i. 

Bye-Laws  and  Regulations: 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Removal  of  Refuse  & Noxious  Matter. 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Cleansing  of  Pootwayo. 

Offensive  Trades. 

New  Streets  & Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

SEC_TIGI1  _C. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

Water. 

The  town  is  supplied  by  a public  main  and  all 
parts  of  the  town  have  a pipe  from  which  a good  and 
wholesome  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained  at  a good 
pressure. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  Greensand  and  is  of 
excellent  quality.  The  pumping  station  is  at  Clophill, 
which  is  about  4 miles  East  of  the  town. 

One  chemical  Analysis  was  made  during  the  year  and 
four  Bacteriological  Analyses,  one  every  three  months.  I 
append  below  the  Bacteriological  Analysis  taken  in  April 
1942. 

Colwell  & Lickorish, 
Pinsbury  Town  Hall , 

22nd  April,  1942.  Sosebery  Avenue,  E.C.l. 

REPORT  upon  the  Bacteriological  examination  of  a sample 
of  WATER  forwarded  by  Hr.  R.W.Collison,  The  Waterworks, 
Clophill.  The  sample  was  received  on  the  15th  April ,1942 
and  v/as  marked  - 

"TAP  OVER  SINK  AT  HOUSE  AT  PUMPING  STATION". 

Number  of  organisms  per  c.c,  1 

growing  on  gelatine  at  room 
temperature  in  4 days  20°C, ) 


Liquefying  organisms 


■ 


. 

. 


o 


Number  of  organisms  per  c(  c„ 
growing  on  agar  at  blood  heat 
in  48  hours  37°C„ ) 


Bacillus  Coli 


absent  from  100  c,cs 


pPIiTICiT 

This  water  is  in  very  satisfactory  condition 
and  quite  suitable  for  use  for  all  dietetic  purposes. 

(Sgd)  J.  KSAR  COLWELL. 


OP  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  & SURVEYOR  NOR  THE’ 
YEAR  1941.  ~ 

SEOTICN  C . Sanitary  Circumstances __o f__t h e_  A r e a 
(i)  Closet  Accommodation 

Seven  Houses  have  closets  on  the  concervancy 
system,  but  none  of  these  is  in  the  closely  built  por- 
tion of  the  town, 

3,  (ii)  Public  Cleansing 

House  Refuse  continues  to  be  collected  weekly 
by  Contract,  with  a quarterly  collection  for  the  out-" 
lying  district.  The  tip  at  Cox’s  Pond  was  baited  with 
red  squill  for  rats  at  intervals. 


SALVAGE 


29  Tons,  2 cwte,  2 qra, of  material  have  been  salvaged, 
3 r ( i i i ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Are a 0 

Tabular  Statement  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  found  and  remedied 
during  the  year: - 


Dwelling  houses  with  defective  roofs  & chimney 

Dwelling  houses  with  defective  Y/ater  Closets 

Dirty  Premises 

Dwelling  Houses  Overcrowded 

Insanitary  accumulation  of  offensive  matter 

Defective  and  Insanitary  Drains 

Defective  Water  Supply 

Defective  ^shbins 

Other  Dilapidations 

Nuisances  from  Rats  and  Vermin 


head  s 
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14 

35 
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26 

1 

1 

1 

1 

75 

239 


Temperature  and  Ventilation  to  the  forty-five 
ahops  was  satisfactory. 

Fourteen  shops  employ  assistants,  and  these 
have  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation. 

Sufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences  are  provided 
for  offices,  and  other  workplaces,  and  the  ventila 
tion  and  cleanliness  were  satisfactory. 

No  action  was  found  to  bo  necessary  under 
Circular  1600. 

5.  (iv)  Camping  Sites 

(1)  To.  of  sites  used  in  1941  ...# 

(2)  ' no* of  Sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 

have  been  issued  under  Section  269, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  .... 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  Campers 

at  one  time  during  1941  .... 


1 

1 

5 


Rooms  Disinfected  after  Scarlet  Fever 

11  Diphtheria 

u Cancer  (fatal) 
" Tuberculosis 

" Scabies 

Humber  of  Informal  Notices  issued 
Total  number  of  Inspections 

5i  (iv)  Shops  and  Offices 


4 o No  disinfection  has  been  carried  out. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  arrangements  carried 
out  in  previous  years, 

SECTION  D. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . * 0 

2S  By  other  Local  Authorities  . 0 

3,  By  other  bodies  or  persons  „ . , 0 6 

During  the  year  plans  have  been  recoived  for: - 

2 Additions,  1 Conversion  of  2 houses  into  4 flats. 
1 Toolshod,  1 Garage,  and  1 New  Drainage* 
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SECT I OF  3. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Bo o d , 

( a)  Hi lk  Supply 

There  are  three  Retailers  and  one  Producer. 

The  premises  have  been  periodically  inspected 
and  generally  are  satisfactory. 

One  Supplementary  Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised 
milk  has  been  issued, 

(b)  Heat  and  other  Poods 

^ i he  butchers4  shops  have  been  inspected  at 
intervals  and  were  generally  satisfactory. 

1 cjt,  5 qrs.  17  lbs,Beef  and  2 tins  of  meat  and 
fish  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 

Bake h ouscs  etc. 

The  Bakehouses  and  shops  have  been  periodically 
inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  THOS.  A.  HAWTIIT, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  two  schools  in  your  district  which  attend 
to  the  education  of  all  the  children  in  the  town. 

1 • The  Bedford  Road  School. 

Church  of  England 
Average  number  on  roll,  106 

!l  11  Of  attendances,  93. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  arc  : for  boys  2:  for 

girls  2:  for  infants  2,  They  are  on  the  water  carriage 

system  and  connected  with  the  public  sewer,. 

2e  Woburn  Road  School 

This  is  a Methodist  Day  School, 

Average  number  of  scholars  on  the  roll  was  179 

of  attendances  148, 

Sani oary  conveniences:  for  boys  3:  for  girls  and 

infants  5,  They  arc  on  the  water  carriage  system  and 
connected  to  the  publif  sewer. 
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SECTION  p 


f. Gilo g o f . and  _C  o lit r o 1 -over. 

and  other  Diseased" 


Inf ec tio u s 


The  Steppingley  Isolation  Ho 
of  Scarlet  Never,  Diphtheria  and 
your  District. 


spital  receive 
Typhoid  Never 


s cases 
from 


Number  of  Patients 
Scarlet  Never 
Diphtheria 
Other  cases 


remaining  in  Hospital, on  Jan,  1 


• O 0 w 5 

o c o o y 

• • • • $ 


0 

0 

0 


,1941 


Admission  during  the  year: 
Scarlet  Never 
Diphtheria 
Other  cases 


Discharges  during  the  year: 
Scarlet  Never 
Diphtheria 
Other  cases 


20 

1 

0 


Deaths 


Number  of  Patients  remaining 
ITi  1 c 

Scarlet  Never 
Diphtheria 


in  Hospital  Dec* 51  at , 1940 , 


o o a e e* 

© * • Q 0 


0 
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Scarlet  Never ^ _ Twenty  cases  notified;  all  were  treated 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  recovered. 

Diphtheria.  Two  oases  notified;  both  were  treated  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital  and  recovered. 


The  ages  of  these  cases  were  24  and  2,  neither  of  whom 
were  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 

One  case  notified  which  recovered, 
IIeasles,_  Eleven  cases  notified. 


Whooping-Co ugh.  Three  cases  were  reported. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IIMJHISATIOH 

A large  number  of  school  children  have  boen  com- 
pletely immunised  during  the  past  year. 

Out  of  324  school  children -on  the  roll,  163  have 
been  completely  immunised.  This  gives  an  average  of 
50*3  Since  the  end  of  the  year  a number  of  school 
children  have  boen  immunised. 

With  regard  to  children  under  school  age,  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  arranged  to  carry 
out  the  Immunisation  at  the  Ampthill  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  he  informs  me  that  only  one  child  has  been 
done  during  the  year  under  review. 


HOT  I PI  ABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 
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Total  cases  notified 
Total  cases  notified 
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Removed  to  Hospital 
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2 

•» 

1 

20 

1 „ 

Total  Deaths 
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Cases  1 to  2 years; 
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Cases  2 to  3 years: 
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Deaths  2 to  3 years; 
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Cases  3 to  4 yca.rs; 
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Deaths  3 to  4 years: 
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Case 3 4 to  5 years 

3 
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Deaths  4 to  5 years: 
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Cases  5 to  10  years; 

9 

- 

- 

9 

- 

Deaths  5 to  10  years: 

- 

- 
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Ce.cc s 10  to  15  years: 

1 
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Deaths  10  to  15  years: 
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Cases  20  to  35  years: 
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Deaths  20  to  35  years 
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- 

- 
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Cases  35  to  45  years: 
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Deaths  35  to  45  years: 
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- 

- 

1 

— i 

- 

Deaths  65  years  and  over 

- 

- 

1 

o 

o 

PJ 

H- 

P 

cn 


. 

. 

* 

a t.  ' 


' 

. 

- 

. 


11 


Cancer. 

* 4 dGaths  were  registered*  1 male  and  3 females. 

Males 


Alimentary  system.  One  case.  Age  74, 

Females 

Alimentary  system.  3 cases,  ages  89,  69,  76, 

Prevent ion  of  Blindneo s, 

Mo  action  wao “Enquired  under  Section  176  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936, 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
-9^5  and  public  Health  Act,  1336,  Section  172. 


Ho  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  those  Acts. 

New  Cases  " 


Age  Period 
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AH  Tuberculosis  cases  have  been  notified  therefore 
the  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  Deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  Deaths  is  nil. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  your  Clerk,  Mr.  Orme 
and  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr,  I-Iawtin,  for  their 
valuable  assistance  in  the  past  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


WALTER  K.  PARBURY, 

M.R.C.  S. Eng.  , L.R.C.P,  ,Ldn.  , 
D.P.H,  Camb.  , D.M.R,E,Camb, 


June  1942, 
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